ACDRCHS REILY Tor

“orrrandant o INI
t. 5. Copst fuard ( K.PURAH a-8 D4)
iieadquarters 21 Jenuary 1958

..eshinwton 25, M. C,
Comandant 's Action

on

tiarine Dosrd of Investirationj collision oi the F/V XETURAH
with offshore drillinzy platform in the Gulf of Mexico, :
26 J'une 1957 and sinking with loss of life

1.. Pursuant to the provisions of Title L6 CFR Part 135, the record of
tho Marine Board of Investization convened to investigate suvbjoct casualty,
together with its Findings of Fact, Canlusions, and Recarmendations » has
been revieved.

2. A% apnproximately 2235 on 26 June 1957, durint heavy weather created
by iurricane "Audrey", the wooden hulled American fishins schooner
K.TUAH, of 77 1. t., nroceeding toward Galveston, Toxas, under sall,
with main envine disabled, colli ded with an offshore drilling platform
in vosition 29-00-18 ¥ 9L-.hf)-33 W and sank with the loss of the entire
crew, ostinated st nine persons, There is uncertainty as to the number
and 1dmt1£:!cation of those on board othor than the Master because he
porsonally ensazed the crew and did not deposit a crew list ashore
nrio;s to deperting Pensacola, Florida, on 6 June. The vessel was valued
at »000..

3, The accident was observeu by officeras and men on the CIC CAHOCNE
which had been disnatered Lo assist the KETURAH because of the encine
failure. Towinz beran at 7°L7 on 26 Junej at 1815 the hewser parted,
apnarently from charim on the K'TURAH, hen circumstances prevented
rezaining the tow, the K TURAH hoisted sall and headed for Galveston,
followed by the G.'\Fcoﬂ ‘e The lirhts on the drillin~ platform wvere
visiblo and the structure was illuninated by the searchlisht of the
CARCCTZ, The KNTURAH failed to avoid collision, was dismasted, and
sank within an estinsted five minutes. The CGAIIOONL searched the area
for one and one-half hours without sighting any survivors and was then
cornolled by the force 10 wind and heavy seas to abandon further search,
ride out the storm, and subsequently enzege in rescue missions oreated
by the hurricane.

L. The Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recormendations of the
Marine Doerd of Investlgation convened to investigate subject casuvalty
are annroved.

(Signed) J. A. Hirshfield
J. Ao HIRSHFIFLD
Rear Admiral, U. 3. Coast Suard
Actine Commandant




REPORT OF

MARINL BOARD) OF INVESTIGATION

To inouire into circumstances surrouncing the c¢ollision
of F/V K:«TURAH with offshore olatform, Gulf of Mexico on
26 June 1957 with loss of life.
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- recedving Operational Priority message 252031Z7 from Commander, Sth Coast Guard

United States Coast Guard
Eighth Coast (uard District
Investigating Section
Galveston, Texas

' Subj: KETURAH, fishing vessel, sinking with lose of 1ife on 26 June 1957,

after colliding with Pure 04l Rig No. 107.1 position 29-09.16 North, ;
9-40-33 West approximately 10 miles south of the Galveston Ses Buay !
in the Gulf of Haxico i

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. At or about 2235 on 26 June 1957 the fishing schoomer KETURAH, bound for
Galveston, Texas, under sail with its auxiliary encine inoperative, collided
with the drilling structure Pure 0il1l 107.) and sank with the loss of the
Captain and the orew, reportedly consisting of nine psrsons.

2. The wessel involved:

KETURAH - oil screw, schooner rig fishing vessel; official number 2251L2;
U. 5. Nationality; home port Pemsacols, Floridaj gross tomnsge 77; net tons 6?;
length 83.L; breadth 21.3; depth 9.1; wood hull; built 1925 Pensapols, Flowida;
equipped with a 125 HP diesel engine; mndmdopcntodbyhrmﬂlhcm
Inc., Pensacola, Florids, with Ssmuel J. Tinsley as !lut.u-

3, Weather conditions at the time of the oasualty: WW&SOM,
15 to 18 foot oees, visibility reduced due to heavy squalls,

4. At or about 1613 on 25 Jume 1957, the Coast Uusrd Cutter CABOME got under-
way from Pler 22, Calveston, Texus, to assist the fishing vessel KETURAH after

Distrioct advising that the fishing vessel KETURAH, vithninm:lnomm.
was at positionm 28.10 North, 93.00 West.

5. Thereafter the Coast Cusrd Cutter CAHONE received Priority messege 2522111;7-
fron Commander, 8th Coast Guard Distriot that the SS SEATRAIN TEXAS sdvises
fishing vessel KETURAH was in a position 28,07 North, 92,18 West at 15308,

6. At or about 2000 the Coast Cuard Cutter CAROONE made indirect radio conmtact
with the fishing vessel EFTIRAH through the fishing veusel FROVIIENCE II after
the KETURAH had called any Coast Guard unit and $he CAHOONE had answered with

the XETURAH unsble to reed the anewer,

7. The CAHOONE relayed through the FROVIDENCE II, whose nionhmldhohonrd
by the KETURAH, tmttmmmmunmwmmmmmmw
mm&wgummm.mmmwumnyp.u.m
order that the redio direction finder could be utilised to determine the bearing
of the KETURAH,




The bearing of the KLTURAH as
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6. Tue hawser fron the CAHOOHE 1ed from the tovitig Bit over a bowing rail snd
~chating gear was Fitted to the hawser at that pblike .

17, 8 the tow shaped tp, the EBTURAN zede slightly to the port of the CAHOGHE
with the spring lay leading over the starboard bulwark rail abous 5 to 7 feet
- from the bow of the KETURAH, :

18, Immedistely after taking the KETURAH in tow, that vessel called the CAHOONE
and tha Muster of the KETURAH advised that he had difficulty with his generatoer
that supplied the power for the fadio and that 1% would be necessary to gacure
his radio, The Commanding Officer of the CAHOONE replisd that 1f qther eommini-
cation was necessary, the CAHOONE's searchlight would be flashed and at that

~ time attemnts would be made to re.establish communication.

19. Vhile taking the KETURAR in tow, there was & man in the pllot house of that
vessel &nd after the tow had been made up, the XETURAH towed satisfactorily

until about 0930 when the KETURAH took a bad yew to the starboard to such en -
extent that it overren the hawser and mads 1t necessary to reduce speed and

change course to bring the hawser from wnder the KETURAH, :

20, The tow had been shaped np .at'abcm_t 0540 and & course of 300 T degreee
‘wag set-and shortly thersafter changed to 297 T degrees towards the Orlvaeston.
Sea Buays = -

21, The tow was started at 600 RFM on both main engines, incressed to 650 RPM
| fé?? a very short while, then reduced to 600 » _ :

| €2, The top operating speed of the CAHOONE was 1100 RPH which would propel the -
vessel without a tow at 12.8 khots. At 650 RPN, under ides. vonditions without
a tow, the vessel had been ohserved to make good 74 to 8 knots. -

' 23. -While inderway the KETURAH contimmed to take short yaws to her starboard :
which would bring the marmila portion of the hawser Soroes the KETURAH's cutwater.,
The cutwater apoeared to be canstrusted of wood and was ¢f & broad as contrasted
with a narrow or sharp comstructicn, '

2y, As the tow procesded towards Galvestaﬁ, ﬂm"—'sea-a ircreased, the wind ;velooity‘ -
increased; the sky becmme overcast with intermittent vein squalle and the visibility
~deereased, - | . - . ' , ,

25. The yawing of the KETURAH becams worse and efforts to establish commmi.cation
with the KETURAH by flashing a light were uvnsuccessful. Algo unsuccessful were
attempts to commmicate directly by radio on 2182 Idlovyolen, the frequency on
which the CAHOONE had prei’ibualy_tallmd to the EETURAH, ' ‘

26, To prevent the hawser from chafing on the towing rail of the CAHOONE, a
towing board was used which consisted of a 2 by 12 board about 12 feet long
secured to the towing hawser with ehort pieces of line. Over each end of the
havser pieces of leather had beem fastened at a point where the hawser would go -
over the end of the board, The board was attached at a point go that after the

) ;Q: was wderwsy the board would be about half inboard and half outboard of the
" HOONE. ‘ . ,
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™ by the XETURAH yawed vwiolontly, this towing board turned over several times
11 grease was annlied to the towing rall which would allow the towing board
to .alide easily when the KNTURAH yawed, causing the hawser to change its position
on the towing rail,

28, The KFFURAH was first taken in tow Ly passing & heaving line to the KLTURAH
to which wae attached a 3 inch nessenger and to which in turn was attached the
8 inch hawser.

29. The Captain of the KETURAH attempted to pass the eye of the hawser through
his hawse pipe but was unable to do soj; therefore, the tow was made up with the
hawser or the spring lay part thereof leading over the starboard rail to the
objeet with which it was made fast.

30. The cuiwater continued to contact the manila hawser at sach yaw of the
KETURAH and there were several more violent yaws of the KiTURAH causing the
vessel to override the hawser until at about 1815 on 26 June 1957 after a violent
yaw in which the KETURAH overrode the hawser, the towing line parted at a poing
Juet outboard from the KETURAH, Frequent inspections of the point where the cut-
water had frequently contacted the hawser had been made with binoculars but there
had been no visible fraying or other imperfection in the tow line.

31. The towing hawser in use was not a new towing hawser but it was in good
condition with no visible imperfections or defects.

32. At 1800 before the hawser broke the weather conditions had been logged to
fu the wind from the east, force 5, and the sea conditions 5. The barometer
that time read 29.61.

33. Before getting underway, the CAHCCNE had been in a state of readiness
desionated BRAVO 2 which mandated readiness for getting uwaderway within two
hours for any search and rescue or other operations which the vessel might
be ordered to perform.

3. Before getting underway, the CAHOCNE had received on: hurricane advisory
relative to Hurricane Audrey lssued by the U, S. Weather Bureau. The advisory
had set a hurricane watch and gave the center of the disturbance at 12 noon on
25 June 1957 at 22.5 North, 93.0 West. :

35, The authoriged complement of the CAHOCNE was 32 enlisted men and 4 officers.
On board at the time the CAHOONE sailed were 25 enlisted inen and 3 officers with
the Exgoutive Officer, Raymond W. Willcox, LTJO, USCGH, Acting Commanding Officer
of the CAHOONE, the Commanding Officer then being on leava,

36. Alfter getting underway, further hurricans advisories were issued by the
U. S. Weather Bureau indicating that the hurricane was increassing in force
and oroceeding in the general directiom of the rescue operation. Hurricane
Condition 2 had first been set and thereafter had been changed to Hurricane
Condition 1,

—~ A
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7. Afuer the towing hauser broke, the hawger wms pu..led on toard the
SAHOONE snd o bowline wes made in the end and the CAHOONE went aloncside the
KETURAY in an aifort to regain the tow.

38, HNotwithstarding repeated efforts it was not possible to get the hawser
back on board the KETURAH due to the adverse zea cond.tions prevalling.

39. While attemotina to pass and receive the hauser, it was necsssary for the
crews of both vesuels to work on the main decks which wers awash much of the
time dus to the condition of the sea, It was necessary for the CAHOORE to rig
1ife lines around the outer extremities of the vessel and to require that all
peraonnel wear life preservers. -

L0, The position of the vessels at the time the hawssr parted was gbout 1% or
2 miles beyond and north of Heald Bank Whistle Buoy No, 2 on their courss to-
wards Galveston, The wind being in gusts to 45 or 50 knote with beavy owells,
15 to 10 feet in height, rain aqualls and visibility reduced and the GAHOONE
\nable to take the KETURAH back in tow, the KETURAH advieed that it would be
able to make good & course of 310 degrees to Gslveston, so the EETURAH raised
a jib and procesded on a course which appearsd to the CAHOONE while astern of
the XETURAH to be approximately 320 or 315 degrees true, The wind shifted
somewhat to the north but the KETURAH was still able to maintain its course
towards Galveaton.

il. The CAHOONE kept a station approxinstely 500 yards from the EETURAH with
various chanpes of course and speed to maintain station. »

42. The vesscls continued on their course being set heavily to the west by the
east wind snd seas until at or about 2200 the CAHOOKE sighted the flashing
lights of en oil rig after that terget had bheen on rudar for a short while prior
thereto. The squalls were almost continuous at this time and the redar targest
was obscured at times, . ’

43. It apoeared to the CAHOONE that the bearing of the targets was such that
the vessels would ssfely pass it to their port hand, however, the KETURAH apper-
ently eithcr changed course or encountered an excaptionally heavy set such as

to make it doubtful that the vessel wounld svoid the :vig,

LL. The CALCONE then began flashinz its searchlight alternately on the rig end
on the XETURAH to attract the KETURAH's attention to the rig and indlcate that
she wes standing into danger. ‘ '

4S. An attemnt was &lso made to contact the XETURAH by radio on the outside
chance that 3t had accomplished repairs {5 the power source.




At

TEG porsons were observed sibtiting on the deckhouse

wibl: tihe rig without lifs preservers.
50, After the XKRTURAK sank, a search for sboui 13 hours was conducied bub ne
svzvivers noy sny pario oy e;quﬁ.pment Zroa the vessel could be found,
51, ‘There were lighis burning on the rig prior to the KBETURAH'S collision with
‘St h e 22. Just stount the Tine of the vol iision the lights Gid zo oud for a

Lds after ; bank Duzing thde enbtlirs Lius, the

2§ bhe Qg o1 'ti;u vig ag wiwn ag poseibvle sconsistert
ing and vessal,

2. The lighits an the platfora were visible interniitantlr bevwesn sguslls Tov
& Gistanes of %two 4o 24 miles nrior to the eoliision,

The GAHOONE was

53,
It ecollided with the rig and after ¢he KETURAN sunk the CAHOONE cha

only about 500 yards distant from the KETURAH at the time

hanged course

Lo pass through the irmediate vieinity of the sinking and conti med to searcs
downwind from the datun pcpm’r and as close to the area zs possiblm Ho parte
of the KETUHAH or anything thst bad Loen om board could Dz leocsted until several
days lster when the leocat Guerd Cutter IRIS retrisved & mast believed %o be
from the IETURAL,
Tho CASOUNE had its redar on the 8 nils renge. Althouzh the sez at the
was very bad, 1% mcmd vp e target ai' a i;sc«nw of soprowinately 5 or
% could not e determined whethe i was the rig or
@ vrvj_{ 9;’2) &"Gu:...il‘"‘ ol f}"’{}f‘q; & KETIDAE m-.i‘lg a |
; erationg weing bhad at the 4 the

o~

LiTe

SETEY

AN

&




h 580- The nL‘a form h.m b@en ‘manned but ch:xe to the émperndug imrricane, %h&
M on 1% had been evacusied prior to the casuslty. R

. 59 ﬁuf'ber making an sxtensive search and being mable to locata’ any amivore
~ or any part of the KETURAH, the CAHOONE proceeded on course. 180 degrees trua -
ride out the hurricane. , :

60, At Appromately 0800 the next day, 27 June 1957, the CAHOONE found its
position to be off Fro epcrt s Texas, due to the set encountered

- 61, About acon on th: 27th the CAFOOWE changed course to a westerly direction” -
and at approxinately 21;30 that afternoon it was ordered to proceed to the last
nowm position of the fishing vessel JESTER which was in the area and had not
been heard from., It was later ascertained that the JESTER had survived the
hurricane and had mads its way to Galveston.

62. The CAHOONL thersafter proceeded to Cameron, Louisiana, a scene of great
devastation by the hurricane, to assist and finally returned and docked at
Pier 22, Galveston, Texas, at. 0250 on 30 June 1967.

63, Prior to the casualty, the KETURAH had last departed fran Penaacola, ﬂor:‘.&sz
on 6 June 1957 wit‘: Samuel J. Tinsley, Newbern, Virgima, as Master. S

6L, The owners of the XETURAH did not know the identity of any person on board
other than the Master who obtalned and employed his own crew, .

r\ A5. There was no written agreement between the Master and his crew nor was
there a list of the crew members given to the company before departure. It
had besn the usual practice for the vessel to carry 8 or 9 crew members upon
leaving Pensacola. ' ,

65, The owners and onerators of the KETURAH did not know the location of the
fishing banks to which the HETURAH proceeded.

67, It had been the praciice for soma of the crew members to obtain ﬁranc.;al
advances before lesvins on a fishing trip and through this means and by talking
to other persong in the vicinity, the owners of the KETURAH arrived at the
esnclusion that the following persons werg likely on board the KETURAH at the
tine of the sinking: . ‘

Captain Samuel J. Tinsley, Newbern, Virginia -

Cilbert L, Stowe, 12 North Tucker Street, Belmont, N. C.
Clinton Morris, Route 1, Box 21k, Tampa, Florida .
Fred Mashburn, Pensacola, Florida and Rpanoke, Virginia

L. B. McDaniels, Pesnsacola, Florida

Floyd Winters, Moline, I1linois

Robert L. Tasler, 1318 Tth Avenue, Moline, Illinois

J. W, Graham, Eox lj67, Hattiesburg, Mississippl -




69 . The owner
or § persons.

70, The esbimated loss or damare To the vessel was given by the owners as
$35,000, the vessel beling a total loss.

7l. Witnesses luterviswed:

1.

2o

68« Grabam aud Stowe appeared F‘t Psnsaeo}.&»
newspaperg as belng miazsing, s:..a'i“«l?w they had not made the voyaga.

ey the:lr ‘names nad eppea'«esi :'m

af the KETURAH 1isted the muber of crew members lost as 8«

’

Pyancis W. Taylor, 617 Bayshore Drive, Pensacola, Florida, President
Warrer Fish Company ~ ' ' o

.

5. J. Braswsll, 2215 Wnaley Avenue, Pensaccla, Florida, Secretary,
Warrer. Flsh Comnany ' |

Jsmes Nerman Calvert, Route 6, Box 85, Pensac.ola. Florlda, Cvner-
Captaih, Fishing Schooner PﬂOVIDLNCE II :

Raﬂxond W. Willeox {(84%9) LTJG, Acting Commander Officer, cas
CLHOONE, Galveston, Texas

Billy ®. Wilson, 381} Alsace, Houston 21, Texas, Civil Eznginser,
Pure C?i] Company

Mitehell &, Whiting (590L) EWS, USCG, CGC CAHOONE
John H. M, Dovglas, Rf1, USCG, CGC CAHOONE
Frank O, Thompscn, MACH, USCG, CGC CAHOONE

Joseph P'. Preston, M2, USCX, CGC CAHOONE
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~ T2, ’mat.ma;amoj?iht mmtymthauistah

and attemnting to maintain a ocourpe to ‘the por 3l :
the veasel stood into dinger. The change of course to port to spproximstely
wmmmm&:pmwmeﬂlﬁdﬂmmhﬁ@h— N
sufficient in degree ospecially in view of the visibility of the lights en
the rig and the casterly direction of the wind whioch shonld have aliowed a ’
drastic change of cowrsc to port to pass clear of the danger, '

73. That the failure of the towingz hawser while the CAHOONE was sttempting to -
lessen the peril of the KullLinH was due either to the abse T
means of gscuring the hiwsor or the inability of the KETURAE to properly sahs
fast the soring lay towinz nendant, resulting in insufficient spring lsy lead- -
ing from the KETURAH, tlereby allowing the outwater to contact the manila Mawser
during excessive yaws. This is coupled with the failure of the SETURAN %o .
steer properly wiile wndier tow or possidly failing to maintain _
at all oausing the EETUFAH to yaw violently and override the hawser, therely
subjecting it to excessive stress. : ‘

Th. That no persons mmmmmmmmmmwd
mm-wwu»c«nm»:um«mm

75. thpemmlottbcoutm«wehrw“u- .

tri.buudtothoolmltq'. mmmmmm rm&.
smwhutmmm.tmwnmeh

EETURAH to the fact that the vesssl was in a dmgerous position, and

mmmuu.m-mwmcmnmm m.f

with the platfomm. ‘

76, Mmlmwzﬂmuoum&munhmm

77, mmmn@uummua:ummnm
the collision did not omtribute to the easwally as the cawse might heve bemm
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the activation of the Light switeh by the from the CANOONE whieh
anply lighted the rig.
78. Thatm.ubtomw”m. NS \

79. memww“nwmmm
the presence of the drilling strictwre with whish TS ESNRAR colllded
been duly oromulgated in Motioce to Marinere,

80. That =t snd after 1&%&1“%&1-&&“‘
impending disester.
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f1.
it is recosmended that no further
with the submission of_t.hia report and

Inviewotthefmgoanzﬂndingsofmm
sction be takes mnd that
mmmw:mm

RECOMMENDATIONS

/[s/ JAES B, RUCEER
JAMES B, RUCKER
Captain, ¥SCG
Chairmen

mmm
the csse be closed




